
PARENT INFO NIGHT
A GUIDE FOR 10TH AND 11TH GRADE 

The path to graduation and beyond





ATTAINING GOALS

If it is important 

to you,

You will 

Find a way.

If not, you 

Will find 

An excuse

•Graduation Requirements

•College Preparation

•Get Involved

•Resources



4-YEAR PLAN
Curriculum Area CUSD Graduation 

Requirements

In-State University Credits

ENGLISH 4 4

MATH 4 4

LAB SCIENCE 3 3

SOCIAL STUDIES 3 2 – Amer Hx and 1 other

FINE ARTS/CAREER TECH 1 1

WORLD LANGUAGE 0 2 (except NAU)

P.E. 1 0

COMPREHENSIVE 

HEALTH

0.5 0

REQUIRED COURSES 16.5 16

ELECTIVE COURSES 5.5 0

TOTAL REQUIRED 

COURSES

22 &

Pass Civics Test

and pass Civics Test

16



Cumulative GPA vs. Core GPA

• School transcript shows Cumulative GPA (weighted and unweighted)

• Universities look at Unweighted Core GPA (not listed on the transcript)

o Link to Core GPA Calculator: https://www.cusd80.com/Page/106381

Cumulative GPA is the average score based on EVERY class a student takes in high school. 

    
*Arizona's in-State Universities will take either the Fine Art Credit or 2 semesters of the same CTE 

course work and 2 years of the same World Language. If you plan to attend college out-of-state, it would be 
in your best interest to contact your college’s undergraduate admissions office to determine which they may 

require (CTE or Fine Art credit ) and if they require more than 2 years World Language credit.



CREDIT CHECKS

• Total credits to date

• Students need to earn a minimum of 6 credits 

a year

▪ 11th  grade should have 12 credits to be 

on track

▪ 10th  grade should have 6 credits to be on 

track

• Civics Test – passing score required for 

graduation

• Taken during junior year

• Site Testing Coordinator ‘tracks’ students 

needing to take the Civics Test and ensures 

they have opportunities to pass.



MISSING CREDITS
 

• Chandler Online Academy (COA)

• 0 hour

• Lift Lab 

• Summer School – Registration typically opens in the spring

 
WHAT TO DO? 



STUDENT ATHLETES

• If you plan to participate in a competitive college sport, make sure you 

have the grades and college test scores that you need. 

• Visit the NCAA website: http://www.ncaa.org/

• If you are serious about an athletic career, make an appointment with 

the NCAA counselor, Mr. Fred Mann, during junior year.

• Link to the Perry NCAA website: https://www.cusd80.com/Page/20715



ECAP 
(EDUCATION CAREER ACTION PLAN)

• All students must have a completed ECAP before they graduate

• All grade levels have a unit during the school year

• Units are counselor-run and occurs 1st semester

▪ Sophomores– October 9th & 10th

▪ Juniors - November 6th & 7th

• Parent involvement through my app on Infinite Campus, 

senior year, to approve student’s plan



AP COURSES
IF TAKING AN AP CLASS, THE EXPECTATION IS THE STUDENT WILL TAKE THE AP EXAM

• Can be a way to earn college 

credit for work done in high 

school

• Nationally recognized

• Selective colleges like to see AP 

classes on student’s transcripts 

due to course rigor

• Rigor of AP classes help prepare 

student for college work

• Must earn a score of 3 to 5 on the 

AP exam (early May) to be 

considered for college credit

• Score requirements vary by 

schools

• Not all selective schools will give 

credit for AP

• Rigor of AP class

PROS          CONS



DUAL ENROLLMENT

• If you pass the class with a “C” 

or higher, you earn college 

credit

• Earn college credit less 

expensively

• In-State Universities will accept 

the credit

• Proceed through college quicker

• Some out of state schools will 

not accept the credit (contact 

each school before you pay)

• Some schools only accept the 

credit for elective or placement 

purpose 

• Record of the class goes on 

your official, permanent college 

record

PROS             CONS



Tutoring Schedule



Study Tips

• Make notecards for vocab-heavy subjects 

• Each day, review notes taken in class even if there is not an assignment to complete

• Set-up location in house that is NOT your bedroom to complete homework

• Set timer for 30 minutes and start with the subject you like the least. When timer

    dings, decide if you’re almost done and complete it, or take a quick break and come 

    back to set another 30-minute timer. 

• Ask questions in class

• Attend tutoring regularly if you are struggling

• Use resources provided, google classroom notes, video links, website links provided by the 

teacher, etc.

• Avoid social media until all homework is completed - counselors and parents agree ☺



Sleep Hygiene

Habits that are conducive to sleeping well on a regular basis

▪ Ditch your devices – Texting, social media and gaming are the enemy of  sleep. Not only do these activities keep you alert, if  yo u do 

fall asleep, getting texts, updates, etc. can wake you back up. Try to stop using screens well before bedtime and leave devices outside 

the bedroom. 

▪ Stick to regular sleep and wake times – Going to bed and waking up at about the same time every day makes your body “prepared” 

to fall asleep and wake up when you need to.

▪ Create the right conditions – People sleep better when it is dark, cool, and quiet. Avoid bright lights or exercise right before bedtime.

▪ The bedroom is for sleeping – Keep the stress of  daily activities, like homework, out of  your sleeping space. 

▪ No Napping – Naps, especially after 3:00 PM, can throw off  your ability to fall asleep at bedtime.

▪ Avoid caffeine

▪ Don’t watch the clock – When you are trying to fall asleep, watching the clock and worrying about being awake only make you more  

anxious and less sleepy. Instead, keep clocks where you can’t see them and don’t stress about being awake. Tell yourself  getting less 

sleep one night never hurt anyone, and long as you don’t sleep in or nap tomorrow, you will be plenty tired and sleep much better the 

next night.

▪ Don’t TRY to sleep – The more you try, the harder it is. Instead, do something calming like focus on breathing, do a meditation like a 

body scan, or imagine the calming place or memory – (the sights, sounds, smells, touch, tastes). If  you’ve been lying awake for more 

than 20 minutes, try getting up and doing something boring in dim light (no technology) until you feel sleepy, then return to bed. 



COLLEGE & CAREER CENTER INTRO

Kim Kwong – F219; Kwong.kim@cusd80.com

• Instagram @ perry_college_career

• College & Career Center Remind @ cccf2025 (Juniors) & 

cccf2026 (Sophomores)

• Perry High College Club Remind @ connect4co

Visit the College & Career Center 
Website for Scholarships, Recruiter 
Events, etc.



INTERESTED 
IN 

COLLEGE?

• Grades matter the most Freshmen – Junior year for In State U’s 

• Continue to show dedication to extracurriculars - clubs, sports, 

volunteer

• PSAT – Great prep for SAT/ACT.  opportunity for scholarships

• Explore internships/summer programs

o https://collegegazette.com/best-summer-programs-in-

arizona-for-high-school-students/

o https://blog.collegevine.com/summer-programs-in-arizona-

for-high-schoolers/

• Job shadow, interview people in field of interests, network

o Create a LinkedIn profile

• Take career assessments (My Future AZ, ASVAB CEP)

o ASVAB at Perry Jan 15th, 2025

• Attend College & Career events

o Meet with college and company reps when they come on 

campus, visit the campus, virtual tours

• Check out Colleges with full ride scholarships 80 Colleges With 

Full-Ride Scholarships (prepscholar.com)

• Create accounts with separate email & get started on college prep 

& scholarships – it’s not too early!

o https://www.goingmerry.com/

o https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/



▪ Get scholarships based on your grades, no need 
to apply separately!

IN STATE MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS

▪ $$ changes every year, so be sure to check 
directly with the universities for final overall 
costs.  





TRADE SCHOOL OR COLLEGE?



ASVAB @ PERRY HIGH
JAN 15, 2025



IMPACT - OPEN TO ALL GRADES AT CUSD HIGH SCHOOLS!
HOW WILL YOU MAKE AN IMPACT ON OTHERS?

IMPACT Scholarship
• Log into Student's Infinite Campus, click on MORE

• Click on ICS to register as a participant in the program

Requirements

• Finish and Graduate with a 3.4 GPA

• Attend school 95% of the time!

• Perform 100 hours of community service (volunteer hours), can not be religious based (refer to the Program Criteria and 

Guidelines for activities that are eligible for submission).

Logging hours

• Log into Infinite Campus, click on More 

• Click on IMPACT Chandler Scholars to log hours
• Only hours conducted during the current academic year are accepted

• No more than 10 hrs/day

What do you get?

• A beautiful orange cord that student will wear at graduation. Walking across the stage standing tall and proud.

• The opportunity to apply to become an IMPACT Scholarship winner. $1000 dollars for those who apply during Senior Year 

and qualify.



PERRY'S COLLEGE & CAREER WEBSITE



IN STATE UNIVERSITIES
ASSURED ADMISSION

 No course deficiencies

 AND 

3.0 Core GPA

No course deficiencies 

AND

3.0 Core GPA

 

No course deficiencies 

AND 
2.75 Core GPA
No World     
Language 
requirement



ACT           SAT
• www.act.org

• Scores from 1-36

• AZ IN-STATE UNIVERSITIES EXPECT A 22 OR 

HIGHER, not needed for in-state college 

acceptance

• 3-hours exam English practice test, math 

practice test, reading practice test, and science 

test. Optional Writing Practice test that some 

colleges may require

• *ACT Saturday Testing Offered- visit PHS 

Website<Parents & Students<Testing<ACT/SAT 

Saturday Testing Dates

• www.collegeboard.org

• Scores up to 1600 (Reading and math 

combined), not needed for in-state college 

acceptance 

• IN-STATE UNIVERSITIES EXPECT A 1040 

COMBINED READING AND MATH, not 

needed for in-state college acceptance

• 2.25 hours exam includes a reading test, 

writing and language test, and a math test. 

• *SAT Saturday Testing Offered- visit PHS 

Website<Parents & 

Students<Testing<ACT/SAT Saturday 

Testing Dates
PSAT – 9th-11th grade; 11th grade for Nat’l Merit 

Scholarship. Given in October each year.

ALL Juniors will take the ACT @ Perry on April 10, 2025



HOW TO BEGIN THE COLLEGE
 APPLICATION PROCESS 

• Visit college campuses during fall, winter, and spring break

• Sign up for college visits to the in-state schools

• Start college applications as soon as you begin your senior 

year (even the summer before your senior year)

• Start preparing for college & scholarship essays

• Build your resume - update community service logs

• Prepare for letters of recommendation



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

• Who do you ask?

• Teachers, coaches, supervisor, community leaders, counselor, etc.

• What is needed?

• Resume, letter of recommendation form and TIME

• How many should you get?

• Ask a minimum of 4 people

• What are they needed for?

• Scholarship applications, most out of state college applications, job 

references

• Follow this link to letter of rec template  

https://www.cusd80.com/Page/51811



COMMON APPLICATION

• The Common App is a college application platform used by hundreds of 

colleges and universities in the U.S. and some abroad

• Save time, stay organized, and apply to multiple colleges efficiently using a single platform

• Particularly useful if you’re applying to several schools that accept it, reducing repetitive 

work and allows you to focus more on crafting strong essays and getting your materials 

in on time

• Click on the link below for up-to-date Common Application information 

https://www.commonapp.org/

Requesting Official Transcripts

• Create account through www.parchment.com 

• Students get up to 5 free transcripts sent for free with their account. 



COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

• No SAT or ACT

• A placement test (EdReady) is required ONLY if cumulative 

GPA is less than a 2.6



Contact

CGCC rep @ Perry High: 

Krysten.marshall@cgc.org

Sophomores ONLY

Want to earn college credit 

tuition free while still in high 

school? 

Stop by the Career Center 

room F219 to get a pass for 

the CGCC ACE Program 

presentation happening 

Thursday, November 21st 

during conference. 



NOT INTERESTED IN COLLEGE? 

• EVIT – Over 40 trade programs offered

o EVIT Presentation for all Sophomores, classes start Junior year

• Military 

o Active/Reserve/National Guard

o Schedule meetings with recruiters in the College & Career Center 

• Community College Certificate Programs

o Schedule meeting with CGCC rep krysten.marshall@cgc.edu

• Maricopa Skills Center

• Apprenticeship programs

MANY OPTIONS



HELPFUL TOOLS 

• Check out the Perry College & Career Center website:  

• As outlined in this evening presentation, Ms. Kim keeps up-to-date resources on 

her website that are available to all our students. Parents are welcome to access 

and peruse too, but we are constantly encouraging students to seek info, that will 

assist in furthering student advocacy skills!

• Check out the Perry Counseling page: https://www.cusd80.com/domain/3298



STAY FOCUSED

• Keep your grades up

• Attend tutoring regularly (free, on campus tutoring is available)

• 6th semester of your transcript does count for college applications

• Meet deadlines

• Keep an updated resume

• Volunteer and get involved on and off campus



THANK YOU, 
PERRY PARENTS 
AND STUDENTS!


